26                     THE LIFE AND GROWTH OF
reform. On the real condition of the Empire the war
threw a light that surprised many. Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, and British South Africa made the
war their war, and sent their best to fight in it. The
prophets of disintegration were confounded.
III. THE BEGINNINGS OF MATURITY
Dominion Status
After the South African War the ideas both of
self-government and of imperial defence promoted
the consolidation of small units into large, and the
conception of dominion status as something higher
than colonial status began to grow familiar. Canada
indeed had led the way in this matter long before,
when her provinces began to be confederated into
the Dominion in 1867. The experiment had been
a success, not least in promoting the settlement of
the unpeopled prairies handed over to the Dominion
by the Hudson's Bay Company, but the example
was not quickly followed elsewhere.
At length the Australian colonies began to see
that a central government would best serve many
of their common interests. The Pacific Islands and
their trade filled much the same place in Australian
thoughts as the western prairies in Canadian, and
a single authority was equally necessary to deal with
them. Australians were alarmed by the distant
threat (which has never yet grown imminent) of
Asiatic intrusion, and by the accomplished fact of
the German establishment in New Guinea, close
to their shores. These things caused the six colonies
to federate in the Australian Commonwealth of